Ward et al. was comprehensive, however, I would quibble with the lack of a clear statement re use (or abuse) of steroids in head injury.
The chapter on ophthalmological examinations appears to be directed at the junior medical students rather than consultants in neurosurgery or intensive care. The chapter on management of patients during extracranial vascular surgery is very superficial. The overall quality of this volume is such that I cannot recommend purchase of this book for either personal or library use.
M. LOUGHHEAD

Royal Hobart Hospital
Hobart, Tasmania 175X250. This new edition of Sir Robert Macintosh's classic text is a welcome addition to our library shelves. It is a substantial volume with many new chapters on a range of topics including the Structure of Matter, Anaesthetic Breathing Systems, Electromagnetic Radiation, Electricity, Electronics, Humidity and some mathematics. In addition, many of the existing chapters have been reassembled in a more logical framework and substantially amplified. The inclusion of the new material creates a somewhat quaint mixture of the very old and the new. I was, for instance, intrigued to find Waller's Chloroform Balance and Clover's Chloroform Apparatus, complete with diagrams of facemask, etc., located in a chapter on Structure of Matter alongside sections on Radioactive Decay and Relative Atomic Mass. Nevertheless, the additions have been made without loss of the simplicity and the clarity for which earlier editions were justly renowned. It remains a very readable book, written by anaesthetists for anaesthetists and rich in practical examples of great relevance to our specialty. My major criticism is that too much detail from the old edition has been retained on matters of less than immediate interest to the modern anaesthetist. For example, at least some of the 36 pages on gas regulators or 85 pages on explosions, etc., might have been better applied to other new topics like digital electronics or microprocessors which are currently revolutionising our monitoring apparatus. Strict adherence to SI units might provide difficulties for readers in this country.
R The well-indexed and referenced text consists of twenty-three appropriately illustrated papers mostly presented by eminent international anaesthetists, interspersed with nine discussion periods. Definitions and symbols used in pulse oximetry lead on to the history and then the principles of pulse oximetry. Most of the papers that follow are enthusiastic reports of clinical applications of the now superseded Biox III oximeter. The principles and applications quoted are nevertheless valid for current pulse oximeters.
During discussion sessions the Ohmeda engineers offer useful technical information on the Biox instruments that is not available elsewhere. Ross Holland provides an opposing view for the many advocates of 'pulse oximeters for all patients' by indicating that the only indispensable monitor in the operating theatre is a trained experienced person.
This text provides a wealth of background information on pulse oximetry, its limitations and applications, but restricts detailed discussion to Biox Ohmeda pulse oximeters. Anaesthetists are involved in pain management, either in the operating theatre, postoperatively or in Pain Management Clinics. Knowledge of the psychology of pain is vital in all these areas.
DAVID GRIFFITHS
Royal Hobart Hospital Tasmania
This book covers most aspects of the psychology and psychiatry of pain which includes neurophysiology, measurement and behaviour. It is of moderate length, easily readable and extensively referenced. For the Pain Clinic specialist, there are discussions on the phenomenon of chronic pain, stress analgesia, cultural modelling, learning and pain behaviour, and pain perception and illusion. All chapters are written by acknowledged authorities and are based on available scientific data. 'Hypnotherapy' was the only unsatisfactory chapter. References were primarily anecdotal or based on experimental pain and I did not feel that it gave me an understanding of this difficult concept.
Psychological concepts, however, are most important to the understanding of pain and pain behaviour. This book provides an appropriate understanding of those concepts. I would recommend it to all anaesthetists. J. N. DITTON Royal Prince Alfred Hospital Camperdown, N.s. W. 2050 ~--------Erraturn-----------------------------.
In the Contents of Volume 15, number 3, August 1987, the title of the paper commencing on page 289 should have read: Acute Cardiovascular Responses to Internal Carotid Artery Occlusion during Carotid Endarterectomy and to the Restoration of Internal Carotid Flow.
